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TSP SPICES AWARDED STATE GRANT TO EXPAND EXPORTS
Export MD Program Provides $60,000 to Market Maryland Companies Worldwide

BALTIMORE, MD (January 2008) – The Seasoned Palate, Inc., has received a grant from the Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development (DBED) to expand exports for tsp spices, the company’s line of organic spices packaged  in perfectly measured, freshly sealed, single-use packets.   The department awarded $60,000 in matching grants to 12 Maryland companies to help them market their products and services internationally. 
“Our product has already received significant interest from foreign markets, and this grant from the State of Maryland will allow us to convert that interest into real business and take our export business to a higher level,” said Katie Luber and Sara Engram, founders of the Baltimore-based company. “We feel both lucky and honored to have been chosen by DBED as recipients of an Export Maryland grant.”  
tsp spices is Luber and Engram’s way of making it easier for cooks everywhere to produce healthy, delicious meals.  Their products make measuring spoons obsolete and also protect spices from light and air to ensure freshness and the fullest flavor.  With tsp spices, cooks don’t have to use the same flavor combination time and time again.  Instead, these handy packets allow for easy creation of any combination that strikes one’s fancy.  Stored in handsome designer tins, tsp spices offer a reprieve from spice cabinet chaos. They also make a perfect gift for any food-loving friend. 
Through DBED’s Export MD program, small- and medium- sized companies like tsp spices are awarded grants to help with the cost of international marketing initiatives, including trade show fees, travel expenses, brochures and website development.  The grants are capped at $5,000, but the selected companies are also given 80 hours of marketing consulting from DBED’s Office of International Trade and Investment.  Luber and Engram are using the grant to establish a presence in the UK and other countries in the European Community.
(more)
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“In today’s global economy, Maryland companies need to be looking closely at foreign markets,” said DBED Secretary David Edgerley. “By helping small and mid-sized companies identify export-friendly markets and minimizing the cost and risk of market entry, this program is a powerful tool for Maryland’s small businesses.”
Established in 1999, the Export MD program provides matching grants on a quarterly basis. Applications for the fourth quarter of fiscal year 2008 Export MD grants must be submitted by March 1, 2008. To obtain information or eligibility requirement for Export MD, visit www.choosemaryland.org.
For more information on tsp spices or to purchase products, visit www.tspspices.com and be sure to check out The Seasoned Palate Weblog for a little spice enlightenment.
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